


FROME VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Incorporating the parishes of Cattistock, Frome St Quintin, and Chilfrome and the hamlets of Chalmington, Chantmarle, Holywell and Sandhills, parts of Wardon Hill and surrounding areas


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Monday 30th March 2026 at 7.00pm at the Savill Hall, Cattistock

Present:									

	Cattistock
	Frome St Quintin
	Chilfrome

	Cllr C Ould
(Vice-Chairman) (CO)
	Cllr S Palmer (Chairman) (SP)
	

	Cllr B Sennett (BS)
	Cllr D McCallum (DM)
	

	Cllr G Browning (GB)
	Cllr S Stovin (SS)
	




In attendance: 
1 member of the public
	
30-03-1	Public democratic forum
1 member of the public was present as interested in becoming a Councillor.

30-03-2	Welcome and opening introduction from the Chair. 	
Cllr S Palmer welcomed everyone to the meeting. Meeting opened at 7pm.

30-03-3	To receive and approve apologies for absence 
No apologies for absence were received.
Absent- Cllr V Kennard, Eggardon Ward Cllr N Eysenck.

30-03-4	To receive disclosures of interests or grants of dispensation
Cllr D Newman advised that he has submitted a planning application that has been circulated to all Cllrs.

30-03-5	To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 26th January 2026  
The minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting were approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

Proposed: CO
Seconded: DM



26-01-6	Matters arising from the last meeting for information only.
None.

30-03-7	To receive a report from Eggardon Ward Councillor for Dorset Council (Neil Eysenck)
No report received. 
Cllr S Palmer asked Councillors to forward any comments regarding the review of Ward boundaries to the Clerk’s email address.

30-03-8	To acknowledge the resignation of the Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer and discuss recruitment
Cllr S Palmer confirmed that following 2 interviews conducted by herself and Cllr C Ould, a successful candidate has been appointed and is due to start on 1 August 2026. In the interim, SP will carry out the role of Clerk and the role of RFO will be carried out by a contractor from 1 April 2026 until 7 August 2027. J Kyles will ensure a full handover with the interim RFO.

30-03-9	To discuss the potential closure of Maiden Newton fire station and parish council response
A general discussion was held noting that the initiative to close volunteer fire stations is driven by central government and highlighting the importance of Maiden Newton fire station and the actions of MP Edward Morello, Trade Union, local volunteer firefighters and members of the public.  Following the discussion, it was agreed that the parish council would encourage individuals to sign the petition and complete the survey.

30-03-10	To confirm dates for 2026-2027
The following dates were confirmed, although the Parish Council reserves the right to change them due to unforeseen circumstances.
Monday 27 July 2026
Monday 28 September 2026
Monday 30 November 2026
Monday 25 January 2027
Monday 22 March 2027 (due to Easter Monday falling on the 29th)
Monday 17 May 2027 (Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council Meeting)

30-03-11	To discuss arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting
Cllr S Palmer to check the main hall in the Savill Hallis booked from 6.30pm to 7.00pm.
Cllr B Sennett to prepare and send to the Editor notice of Annual Parish Meeting for publication in the Chimes Magazine.

30-03-12	To adopt an IT policy in line with the new Assertion 10 of the AGAR audit
It was resolved to adopt the IT policy in line with the new Assertion 10 for the AGAR audit.

Proposed:	SS
Seconded: 	CO

30-03-13	To re-adopt the Data Protection and FOI Policy
It was resolved to re-adopt the Data Protection and FOI Policy

Proposed:	BS
Seconded:	DM

30-03-14	To review the current Asset List for insurance purposes
Cllr B Sennett requested, that due to it being no longer usable as it was rotten, the bench along the public footpath that runs beside the Cattistock cricket ground be removed from the asset list.

30-03-15	 Community Space
i. To receive an update from the Community Space group
None received.

ii. To consider the latest inspection reports and any repairs required
Awaiting latest inspection report.
Cllr S Palmer confirmed all works have now been completed.

30-03-16	 Financial 
i. To review and approve all payments and receipts due or paid/received since last meeting 
All payments and receipts were approved. 
Proposed:	DM
Seconded: 	DN
Payments:
	Name
	Description
	Amount £’s

	Lloyds
	Bank charges
	4.25

	Ken Hussey
	Play area repairs – swing basket
	1350.00

	DAPTC
	Training
	30.00

	Lloyds
	Bank charges
	4.25

	J Kyles
	Salary Feb & March
	612.26

	J Kyles
	Clerks allowance Feb & March
	18.75

	Lebara
	Mobile Phone Contract
	4.50

	HMRC
	Employer NI – March
	29.29

	Just Park
	Parking Clerk’s Conference
	6.40

	Savill Hall
	Hall Hire – meeting and interview
	36.00

	Ken Hussey
	Play area repairs – springer
	505.00

	Starboard Systems (Scribe)
	Accounting software
	237.60

	Lloyds
	Bank charges
	4.25


Total: £2907.35
Receipts:
	DAPTC
	Refund CiLCA training
	200.00

	SLCC
	Refund CiLCA training - SLCC
	495.00

	Lloyds
	Interest
	1.54

	HMRC
	VAT refund
	161.46

	Lloyds
	Interest
	1.31



Total: £859.31
ii. To receive the latest financial reports and bank reconciliation
Cllr S Palmer carried out the checking of invoices, bank statements and bank reconciliations. 
Bank reconciliation as at 04/03/26
Lloyds Current Account- £14628.49
Community Space Account- £3414.27
FVPC 32 Day Account- £0 (Closed)
Lloyds Fixed Term Account- £20720.00
Total Balance: £38762.76

iii. To update the financial risk register
Cllr S Palmer carried out a review of the financial risk register.

iv. To appoint a new bank signatory
It was agreed that as Vice Chairman Cllr C Ould be appointed as new bank signatory.
Proposed: 	DM
Seconded: 	GB
30-03-17	 Planning
		
i	To consider all planning applications in circulation

· WD/D/19/002710 Change of use of the land & erection of Holiday Lodges & Staff Accommodation units, together with installation of infrastructure to form a 5* exclusive Holiday Lodge Park in lieu of the current land use of motor racing circuit, shooting ground & static caravan park.
LAND AT THE GEORGE ALBERT HOTEL & SOUTHERN COUNTIES LEISURE, LONG ASH LANE, WARDON HILL, DORCHESTER, DT2 9PW

Committee meeting date moved to 14 April 2026, due to failure to notify Parish Council.
BS advised that Motorsport UK have written letter in support of karting remaining.

· P/LBC/2026/00307 Replacement roof on wooden stable block. Metford Mill, Holway Lane, Cattistock, DT2 0HH

No objections noted.

· P/FUL/2026/01280 Conversion of barns into 2 dwellings. Home Farm
Wraxall Lane, Chilfrome, Dorchester DT2 0HA

No objections noted.

· P/FUL/2026/01509 Erect an agricultural building designed specifically for the housing and management of cattle. Manor Farm Manor Farm Access Road Cattistock DT2 0JJ

Cllr D Newman was asked to provide an overview of the planning application. Cllr D Newman abstained from any discussions due to declaration of personal interest. 
No objections noted. 

ii. 	To note development decisions received since the last meeting or other planning matters.

· P/FUL/2025/07175 Erect steel framed extension to the existing building to have 1 no. sectional overhead door and 1 no. personnel door. Wardon Hill Business Park, Long Ash Lane, Wardon Hill
DT2 9PW

Granted

13-03-12	 Highways

i	To receive any Highways reports
	None

ii	To receive the Transport report
None


30-03-19	 Footpaths & Rights of Way
None

30-03-20	 Correspondence 
Previously circulated.

30-03-21	 Parish reports

i.	Cattistock
Cllr B Sennet advised the HMS Cattistock visit went well with a number of families visiting the ship.
Cllr G Browning confirmed the Savill Hall Centenary celebrations will take place on16 May 2026.
Cllr C Ould asked if there was a list of Cattistock committees available. GB advised that most committees are on social media platforms. SP confirmed that she would be able to provide a list. 

ii.	Frome St Quintin
None.

iii.	Chilfrome
None.

30-03-22	 To confirm arrangements for the next Parish Council meeting on Monday 18 May 2026.
Next meeting to be held on Monday 18 May 2026, starting with the Annual Parish Meeting at 6.30pm followed by the Parish Council meeting at 7.00pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30pm.	





Clerk to the council: S Palmer
Email: clerk@fromevalleyparishcouncil.org Website www.fromevalleyparishcouncil.org





